Thursday, July 24, 2003
1 Kings 3:1 - 4:34

Although Solomon was loved by God and blessed by God with overwhelming wealth and great wisdom, he was not perfect. As the story of his reign begins we read that Solomon married the daughter of an Egyptian pharaoh in order to establish a political alliance with that nation. In marrying a non-Israelite, Solomon broke God’s law.  He also apparently did not seek God’s will in this matter. So, the story has two sides. On the one, Solomon quickly became a respected power in the area. On the other, he was showing in himself a tendency to rely on the world’s traditional methods of building a strong kingdom.

Later in the Old Testament worshiping at the “high places” will be a sign of idolatry, but as Solomon’s reign began, before the temple was built, it was not unusual for God’s people to worship on hilltops. These verses also stress that Solomon was faithful in his worship of God. 

The new king, one commentator says that he was about twenty, said to God that he felt like a “little child” facing a difficult task. The wonderful thing about Solomon’s request of God is that he realized that knowledge and wealth were not what he needed in order to rule well. He sought wisdom. In our land today most people seek knowledge and wealth instead, thinking that these will bring solution to all of life’s questions. 


The Israelites had spent four hundred years in Egypt as slaves. Their deliverance was a great part of their identity and the thought of ever returning to slavery struck anger into the heart of any man of the nation. So when we read of “force labor” in chapter 4, it is unexpected. Young men were required to help serve the needs of the king and his territory. Taxation also rose (4:7-19) since Judah, the capital territory, was not nearly as fertile and prosperous as the lands to the north (Israel). Neither did Judah contribute taxes needed for its support. The taxation, which was viewed as unfair by the northern tribes, and the forced labor system would finally split the kingdom in two. Meanwhile, it appeared that the good times were rolling and unlikely to cease.
Nice map of Solomon’s kingdom -- http://www.execulink.com/~wblank/solkingd.htm 
